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Foreword

This Technical Specification (TS) has been produced by ETSI 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP).
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GSM identities. These should be interpreted as being references to the corresponding ETSI deliverables.

The cross reference between GSM, UMTS, 3GPP and ETS! identities can be found under
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Modal verbs terminology
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"cannot" areto beinterpreted as described in clause 3.2 of the ETS| Drafting Rules (Verba forms for the expression of
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Foreword

This Technical Specification has been produced by the 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP).

The contents of the present document are subject to continuing work within the TSG and may change following formal
TSG approval. Should the TSG modify the contents of the present document, it will be re-released by the TSG with an
identifying change of release date and an increase in version number as follows:

Version x.y.z
where:
x thefirst digit:
1 presented to TSG for information;
2 presented to TSG for approval;
3 or greater indicates TSG approved document under change control.

y the second digit isincremented for all changes of substance, i.e. technical enhancements, corrections,
updates, etc.

z thethird digit isincremented when editorial only changes have been incorporated in the document.
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1 Scope

1.1 General

This document specifies procedures for the following layers of the radio interface (Um reference point), the interface
between the GSM/EDGE Radio Access Network (GERAN) and the Mobile Station (MS):

- Radio Link Control (RLC)
- Medium Access Control (MAC), including Physical Link Control functions

The procedures apply in A/Gb mode and may also apply in lu mode.

1.2 Related documents

The following documents provide information related to this document:
- 3GPP TS 43.064 contains an overview of the GPRS radio interface (Um reference point).

- 3GPP TS 44.003 specifies channel types, access capabilities and channel configurations at the Um reference
point.

- 3GPP TS 44.004 specifies services offered by the physical layer of the Um reference point. It also specifies
control channels. RLC and MAC use these services and control channels.

- 3GPP TS 24.007 specifies, in general terms, this protocol's structured functions, its procedures and its
relationship with other layers and entities. It also specifies the basic message format and error handling applied
by layer 3 protocols.

- 3GPP TS 44.018 specifies GPRS procedures when operating on the Common Control Channel (CCCH) or on
dedicated channels.

- 3GPP TS 44.064 specifiesthe Logical Link Control (LLC) layer.
- 3GPPTS43.051 isan overall description of the GSM/EDGE Radio Access Network (GERAN) in lu mode.

- 3GPP TS51.010 specifies test procedures for radio-interface signalling.

1.3 Use of logical control channels

3GPP TS 45.002 defines three similar sets of logical control.

Thefirst set consists of the following logical control channels:
- Broadcast Control Channel (BCCH): downlink only, used to broadcast Cell specific information;
- Paging Channel (PCH): downlink only, used to send page requests to Mobile Stations (M Ss);

- Random Access Channel (RACH): uplink only, used to request GPRS resources or a Dedicated Control
Channel;

- Access Grant Channel (AGCH): downlink only, used to allocate GPRS resources or a Dedicated Control
Channel;

The second set consists of the following logical control channels (Packet Control Channels):

- Packet Broadcast Control Channel (PBCCH): downlink only, used to broadcast Cell specific information (not
used, see sub-clause 1.6);

- Packet Paging Channel (PPCH): downlink only, used to send page requests to Mobile Stations (M Ss) (not used,
see sub-clause 1.6);
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Packet Random Access Channel (PRACH): uplink only, used to request GPRS resources (not used, see sub-
clause 1.6);

Packet Access Grant Channel (PAGCH): downlink only, used to alocate GPRS resources (not used, see sub-
clause 1.6);

Packet Associated Control Channel (PACCH): bi-directional, associated with a Temporary Block Flow (TBF);

Packet Timing advance control channel uplink (PTCCH/U): used to transmit random access bursts to allow
estimation of the timing advance for one MSin transfer state;

Packet Timing advance control channel downlink (PTCCH/D): used to transmit timing advance updates for
several MS. One PTCCH/D is paired with several PTCCH/U's.

MBMS Packet Random Access Channel (MPRACH): uplink only, used during theinitial counting procedure for
MBMS.

The third set consists of the following logical control channels (COMPACT control channels):

1.4

COMPACT Packet Broadcast Control Channel (CPBCCH): downlink only, used to broadcast Cell specific
information; This channel broadcasts the same information as the PBCCH, but has a different physical structure
(see 3GPP TS 45.002);

COMPACT Packet Paging Channel (CPPCH): downlink only, used to send page requests to Mobile Stations
(MSs) on a COMPACT control channel;;

COMPACT Packet Random Access Channel (CPRACH): uplink only, used to request GPRS resources on a
COMPACT control channel;

COMPACT Packet Access Grant Channel (CPAGCH): downlink only, used to allocate GPRS resources on a
COMPACT control channel;

Packet Associated Control Channel (PACCH): see above;
Packet Timing advance control channel uplink (PTCCH/U): see above;

Packet Timing advance control channel downlink (PTCCH/D): see above.

Use of logical traffic channels

3GPP TS 45.002 defines the following logical traffic channels used by RLC and MAC:

1.5

Traffic Channel (TCH): bidirectional, carries encoded speech or user data using GM SK on a dedicated basic
physical subchannel (DBPSCH). TCH can be full-rate (TCH/F) or half-rate (TCH/H).

Octal Traffic Channel (O-TCH): bidirectional, carries encoded speech using 8-PSK on a DBPSCH. O-TCH can
be full-rate (O-TCH/F) or half-rate (O-TCH/H).

Enhanced Traffic Channel (E-TCH): bidirectional, carries user data using 8-PSK on a DBPSCH.

Packet Data Traffic Channel (PDTCH): downlink: carries user data using GMSK, 8-PSK, 16-QAM or 32-QAM
with normal symbol rate, or QPSK, 16-QAM, or 32-QAM with higher symbol rate on a shared basic physical
subchannel (SBPSCH) or a DBPSCH. PDTCHs can be full-rate (PDTCH/F) or half-rate (PDTCH/H).

Packet Data Traffic Channel (PDTCH) uplink: carries user data using GMSK, 8-PSK, 16-QAM with normal
symbol rate, or QPSK, 16-QAM, 32-QAM with higher symbol rate on a shared basic physical subchannel
(SBPSCH) or aDBPSCH. PDTCHSs can be full-rate (PDTCH/F) or half-rate (PDTCH/H).

Conventions

Unless explicitly stated otherwise, the following conventions apply:

The notations "further study", "FS" or "FFS" indicate the annotated text is not normative.
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- "GPRS' refersto "GPRS and EGPRS'.

- "EGPRS' refersto "EGPRS and EGPRS2".

- "EGPRS2" refersto "EGPRS2-A and EGPRS2-B".

- "PBCCH" refersto "PBCCH and CPBCCH".

- "PPCH" refersto "PPCH and CPPCH".

- "PRACH" refersto "PRACH and CPRACH".

- "PAGCH" refersto "PAGCH and CPAGCH".

- Referencesto "PDCH" also apply to "SBPSCH" and vice-versa.

- "MBMS Assignment” refersto either "MBMS ASSIGNMENT (NON-DISTRIBUTION)" or "MBMS
ASSIGNMENT (DISTRIBUTION)".

1.6 Restrictions

Independently of what is stated elsewhere in this and other 3GPP specifications, mobile station support for PBCCH,
PCCCH and PACKET PSI STATUS isoptiona for A/Ghb-mode of operation. The network shall never enable PBCCH
and PCCCH.

On PACCH the network may send Packet System Information (PSl) messages PSI 13, PSI14 and PSI15 but shall not
send any other PSI message.
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3 Definitions, abbreviations and symbols

3.1 Definitions

This document uses the following definitions:

Additional PLMN: when network sharing isin use within a given cell, an Additional PLMN refersto a PLMN of which
the PLMN ID isbroadcast in the SY STEM INFORMATION TY PE 22 message (see 3GPP TS 44.018)

A/Gb mode: mode of operation of the MS when connected to the Core Network via GERAN and the A and/or Gb
interfaces.

Basic radio block period: the time needed to transmit aradio block on one PDCH using abasic TTI configuration i.e.
four TDMA frames.

Block period: block period is the sequence of four timeslots on a PDCH used to convey one radio block

Broadcast/multicast receive mode: In broadcast/multicast receive mode, the mobile station is receiving upper layer
PDUs on packet data physical channels used for point-to-multipoint transmission (see sub-clause 5.3.1); it is not
allocated any additional radio resource on packet data physical channels. Broadcast/multicast receive mode is a sub-
state of packet idle mode. The mobile station listens to the PBCCH and PCCCH or, if those are not provided by the
network, to the BCCH and CCCH.

BTTI configuration: aconfiguration in which aradio block is sent using one PDCH in each of four consecutive
TDMA frames. InaBTTI configuration, one radio block can be transmitted in a basic radio block period.

BTTI USF mode: a mode in which the USF is received on one PDCH of a downlink PDCH-pair during four
consecutive TDMA frames.

Cell Change Noatification (CCN): See sub-clause 5.5.1.1a.
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Common PLM N: when network sharing isin use within a given cell, the Common PLMN refersto the PLMN of
which the PLMN ID is contained in the Location Area |dentification |E broadcast in the SY STEM INFORMATION
TYPE 3 and SYSTEM INFORMATION TY PE 4 messages (see 3GPP TS 44.018, 3GPP TS 23.251 and 3GPP TS
24.008).

Corresponding PDCH pair: The Corresponding PDCH pair associated with an uplink PDCH pair which forms part of
an uplink TBF assignment is the downlink PDCH pair which is monitored by the mobile station for the USF for the
TBF and on which PACCH/D is transmitted. The Corresponding PDCH pair associated with a downlink PDCH pair
which forms part of an downlink TBF assignment is the uplink PDCH pair on which PACCH/U is transmitted.

CSG Cells Reporting: refersto the ability of the mobile station to report measurements, CSG-1D and routing
parameters of CSG cellsin packet transfer mode. Routing parameters include Cell Identity and optionally the PLMN-ID
and (for E-UTRAN cells only) the Tracking Area Code.

Downlink Dual Carrier: Downlink Dual Carrier is afeature allowing resources (for uplink and/or downlink TBFs
and/or dedicated resources) to be assigned to a mobile station on up to two radio frequency channels within the same
frequency band.

Downlink Dual Carrier configuration: A Downlink Dual Carrier configuration is one in which the mobile station has
radio resources assigned over two radio frequency channels. In packet transfer mode, RLC/MAC blocks for uplink
TBFs can only be transmitted on one radio frequency channel in any given radio block period, and RLC/MAC blocks
for downlink TBFs can be transmitted on two radio frequency channelsin any given radio block period. In dual transfer
mode, uplink RLC/MAC blocks can be transmitted only on the radio frequency channel on which the dedicated
resource is assigned.

Downlink Multi Carrier (DLMC): Downlink Multi Carrier isafeature allowing resources for a downlink TBF (and
optionally an uplink TBF) to be assigned to a mobile station on two or more radio frequency channelsin the same or
different frequency bands using EGPRS or EGPRS2-A.

DLMC configuration: A DLMC configuration is one in which a mobile station in packet transfer mode has a downlink
TBF where radio resources are configured on two or more radio frequency channelsin the same or in different
frequency bands. A mobile station in aDLMC configuration with an uplink TBF can only transmit RLC/MAC blocks
for the uplink TBF on one radio frequency channel in any given radio block period whereas RLC/MAC blocks for the
downlink TBF can be transmitted on one or more frequency channelsin any given radio block period.

DTM handover: DTM handover is afeature used by the network to command a mobile station to move fromiits old
(source) cell to anew (target) cell while operating in dual transfer mode and continue the operation of its ongoing
circuit switched service and one or more of its ongoing packet switched servicesin the new cell. The mobile station is
allocated one circuit switched radio resource and packet switched radio resources applicable to the new cell within a
DTM HANDOVER COMMAND message.

Dual transfer mode: In dual transfer mode, the mobile station is allocated radio resources providing an RR connection
(3GPP TS 44.018) and one or more Temporary Block Flows on one or more packet data physical channels. The
allocation of radio resource for the RR connection and the Temporary Block Flow(s) is co-ordinated by the network in
agreement with the capabilities of the mobile station in dual transfer mode.

Dynamic Timesot Reduction: Dynamic Timeslot Reduction (DTR) is a feature used by the network to reduce the
number of downlink timeslots monitored by the mobile station during inactivity periods of an EGPRS TBF. It is
applicable when extended uplink TBF mode and/or delayed downlink TBF release are used.

Early TBF establishment: Procedure applicable when both the network and the mobile station support the extended
uplink TBF mode, where the network keeps the uplink TBF open (by means of the extended uplink TBF mode
operation) upon explicit request from the mobile station that pre-allocation is required. This allows the possibility to
pre-allocate a TBF before actual datais ready for transmission.

EGPRS: Enhanced GPRS enables higher data rates through usage of 8PSK modulation in addition to GMSK. EGPRS
also enables Incremental Redundancy operation.

EGPRS TBF mode: refersto a TBF utilising the EGPRS enhancements (e.g. Incremental Redundancy and possibly 8-
PSK) or the EGPRS2 enhancements.

EGPRS TBF: refersto a TBF utilising the EGPRS enhancements, e.g. Incremental Redundancy and possibly 8-PSK.

EGPRS2: In the downlink direction, Enhanced GPRS Phase 2 enables higher data rates through usage of higher symbol
rate, turbo codes, and QPSK, 16-QAM and 32-QAM modulations in addition to (or instead of) GMSK and 8PSK. In the
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uplink direction, Enhanced GPRS Phase 2 enables higher data rates through usage of higher symbol rate, and QPSK,
16-QAM and 32-QAM modulations in addition to (or instead of) GMSK and 8PSK. EGPRS2 consists of EGPRS2-A
and EGPRS2-B in both directions.

EGPRS2-A: In the downlink direction, Enhanced GPRS Phase 2 Level A enables higher data rates through usage of
turbo codes, and 16-QAM and 32-QAM modulations in addition to GMSK and 8-PSK. In the uplink direction,
Enhanced GPRS Phase 2 Level A enables higher data rates through usage of 16-QAM modulation in addition to GMSK
and 8-PSK.

EGPRS2-B: In the downlink direction, Enhanced GPRS Phase 2 Level B enables higher data rates through usage of
higher symbol rate, turbo codes, and QPSK, 16-QAM and 32-QAM modulations in addition to GMSK or instead of
8PSK. In the uplink direction, Enhanced GPRS Phase 2 Level B enables higher data rates through usage of higher
symbol rate, and QPSK, 16-QAM and 32-QAM modulations in addition to GMSK or instead of 8PSK.

EGPRS2 TBF: refersto a TBF utilising the EGPRS2 enhancements in the direction of datatransfer, downlink or
uplink. More specifically, in each direction, downlink or uplink, an EGPRS2-A TBF refersto a TBF utilising the
EGPRS2-A enhancements and an EGPRS2-B TBF refersto a TBF utilising the EGPRS2-B enhancements. An EGPRS2
TBF operates in EGPRS TBF mode.

EGPRS-GM SK only TBF: refersto a TBF in EGPRS TBF mode but making only use of MCS-1 to MCS-4
modulation and coding schemes. The number of PDCHs assigned to an EGPRS-GM SK only TBF can be extended to
the maximum number of timeslots compatible with the GPRS multislot class of the MS. This mode is determined by the
mobile station based on the aggregate timeslot allocation assigned by the network. In the case the aggregate timesl ot
allocation is not within the indicated EGPRS multislot class, but is within the indicated GPRS multislot class, a mobile
station supporting this mode shall consider the TBF to be in EGPRS-GM SK only mode (see sub-clause 9.1.9.2). This
mode is only applicable in packet transfer mode.

Enhanced Flexible Timeslot Assignment (EFTA): Enhanced Flexible Timeslot Assignment gives the network the
possibility to alocate one and the same mobile station uplink and downlink PDCH resources that overlap in time. This
mobile station shall then for these overlapping instances prioritize uplink radio block transmission over attempting to
read downlink radio blocks (unless performing pre-emptive retransmissions), but shall always attempt to read downlink
radio blocksiif it has nothing to transmit If it does not need to use al its allocated uplink PDCH resources, the mobile
station shall transmit its uplink radio blocks in such a way that the number of downlink radio blocksit canread is
maximized. Both network and mobile station must support extended uplink TBF mode in order for Enhanced Flexible
Timeslot Assignment, EFTA, to be supported.

Enhanced M ultiplexing for Single RLC Entity (EM SR): Refers to the multiplexing of upper layer data flows
associated with multiple PFCs with at least two of them having unique TFIs within the context of a single RLC entity
for single TBF operation. EMSR may only be used on a TBF operating in EGPRS TBF mode. EM SR is not applicable
to Multiple TBF operation or when Exclusive Allocation is used.

Enhanced M ultiplexing for Single TBF (EM ST): refers to the multiplexing of upper layer data flows using one or
more RLC entities on asingle TBF where each RLC entity operates in a different RLC mode. EM ST is applicable only
to TBFsin EGPRS TBF mode. EMST is not applicable to Multiple TBF operation.

Extended EARFCNSs: refersto extended EARFCN value range (0 ...262143) with EARFCNSs coded over 18 bits. MS
and network support of extended EARFCNSs is mandatory when network sharing is supported; support of extended
EARFCNSsis optional otherwise.

When network sharing isin use within a given cell, the network shall provide extended EARFCNs within the SY STEM
INFORMATION TY PE 23 message, if broadcasted in the cell; additionally when extended EARFCNsis in use within a
given cell, the network may provide at least one EARFCN value > 65535 within the SY STEM INFORMATION TYPE
2quater message.

Extended uplink TBF mode: In the extended uplink TBF mode, the uplink TBF may be maintained during temporary
inactive periods, where the mobile station has no RLC information to send. The network determines the release of the